The position of Macquarie Island midway between Australia and Antarctica meant that a detailed study of its biology was a primary objective. In particular, it was hoped that an investigation of the marine and terrestrial fauna and flora would lead to an insight into the supposed connection, in the remote past, of the great land masses of the southern continents that was so strongly suggested by the distribution of living and fossil organisms. This, remember, was a time long before continental drift was to become an accepted fact.
The collection of biological material and data was Hamilton's primary responsibility, but he was often accompanied and assisted by Blake. Ainsworth, the leader of the Macquarie party, in describing events on Macquarie, in a chapter in Mawson's book [2] , wrote "Hamilton and Blake were busy at Lusitania Bay during the first 2 weeks of October securing sea elephant specimens and collecting eggs. Hamilton returned on the 21st but Blake stayed on." It must have been during this foray that Blake collected the egg that I was to re-discover in Aberdeen over 90 years later.
Blake labeled the egg 'Royal Penguin, C. schlegeli'. The species is now called Eudyptes schlegeli -Eudyptes means good diver and schlegeli refers to Professor H. Schlegli after whom the penguin is named -but in Blake's time it was known as Chrysolophus schlegeli.
Royal penguins breed only on Macquarie Island where they nest in large colonies, the largest, at Hurd Point, containing over 500,000 birds. Royals are migratory birds and outside of the breeding season they spend their time in the southern seas between Australia and Antarctica feeding on krill, squid and fish. The breeding season starts with the male birds coming ashore in September to build their nests of stones among the tussock grass. The females arrive a couple of weeks later and after a period of courtship two eggs are laid towards the end of October, but the first is small and is discarded and only the second is incubated [6, 7] .
Royal penguins are now fully protected, with a world population of around 850,000 birds, but at the end of the 19 th century they were, together with elephant seals, the victims of a lucrative oil industry. In Blake's time at least 150,000 birds were being killed annually for their oil.
Blake's own photographs of royal penguins still exist (Figure 2 How Blake's penguin egg came to be in Aberdeen we have no idea but we value it very greatly indeed as a memento of an extra-ordinary man who, in his short life, was an outstanding explorer and scientist and a heroic soldier who, like so many of his comrades, was brutally killed long before his due time.
